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Cheshvan – Kislev 5779

Message from your President – Terry Brodof

One of my favorite quotes, taken from a Walt Disney
film is “Winds in the east, there’s a mist coming in, like
something is brewin’ and ‘bout to begin’. As I write
this, we have just taken down our sukkah. The weather
has been warm and welcoming the past few days.
Reflecting how I feel as we gather in the sukkah for
meals and sharing stories and moments with our
synagogue friends and family.
I think I connect to that line because I know there’s a morning each year when
I walk outside, usually during or just past Sukkot, take a deep breath and recite
it to myself. A moment I welcome. A moment I embrace. It’s never the same
morning but it always takes place. It’s the morning I walk out my front door
and welcome the crisp familiarity of fall in the air. My favorite season.
Oddly, although I typically do not embrace change immediately, I embrace the
change of seasons. I enjoy recognizing the flow of time. The seasons remind
me that change often just happens. Without change there could be no growth.
During the High Holidays, Sandy Baden described some of the changes we as
a congregation have gone through. The seasons of our history. Together we
have shared hard winters but we embraced changes. We embraced changing
our name, the circle of people we now include in our extended family, and the
home we share. Most definitely, this closely describes what takes place within
a good marriage.

Barry Joffe & Barbara Taggart-Milberg

We have built and planted ourselves in this home. We have roots in this
community, and the peaceful sense of both familiarity, warmth and security.
We must also embrace and welcome change. We must grow to sustain this
family.

8100 Cornell Road
Cincinnati, OH 45249
Phone: (513) 489-3399
www.etzchaimcincinnati.org

It is time we ask ourselves, how do we grow? How do we spread our presence
in the greater Cincinnati community? It won’t be through osmosis or by
accident. It will take some work. From all of us.
Plants need good soil, nutrients, water, light, space and time, in order to grow
strong and in order to be healthy. I believe the soil here is rich in nutrients that
sustain and nurture our Judaism. We have the right ingredients to sustain what
we have built, but it is time now for our season of growth. It is time we
actively cultivate a planned expansion and search out new areas and offspring
that will help us to grow laterally.
.
Continued on the next page…

Continued from the front page…
I remember studying Strawberry plants in a science class. In order to spread, the strawberry plants, use runners
to propagate laterally. They send out stolons or runners, in different directions, to clone offspring that are all
nurtured by the initial roots formed from the stem of the plants. I realize that this may be one of the oddest
references found in a Synagogue President’s message, but it has worked well for strawberries and I can see it
connected to social networking.
We have given ourselves time to grow together and have cultured and nourished our community through a
number of seasons. We took building a strong root system seriously. We have nurtured intellectual and spiritual
growth. We have a root system of programs throughout the year enriching our sense of family and celebrating
the holidays each season. We have a strong and attentive ritual committee making certain everything is in a
row and weeded as needed. We are watering and adding nutrients with engaging speakers and educators, who
help our individual growth. We have taken a great amount of time making certain the soil we planted ourselves
in was tilled by those we charged to act as gardeners, our board of directors.
One of our key goals is growth. It will not happen overnight. It will take work. It will take time. It will take
laying out a plan of action and putting together all the proper ingredients.
I believe one of the easiest places to start, is with each of us acting as a runner. We have suggested in the past
that it would be nice if each of us invited a friend or two. Fall brings with its arrival, the proper weather for
inviting others in. We all need to consciously and uniformly act as runners; reaching out to each of our
neighbors and to friends. Invite them to a lecture. Ask them to join you at Soup Kitchen, insist they be your
guest at a meal. This is not the solution to growth. It is just a step in the right direction.
Each of us has a shul to call home due to this marriage. We are our strongest advocates. You are a part of the
foundation of this family. Recognize and talk about this amazing family we have planted here, in Northern
Cincinnati. If you are not certain how to best talk about Etz Chaim, ask one of our board members, or Hank or
Chava. They will guide you. The board has spent a good deal of time researching how we differ from other
congregations and what makes us so special, so beautiful. They each have eloquently explained their thoughts
in a number of meetings.
Yes, “Winds in the east, there’s a mist coming in, like something is brewin’ and ‘bout to begin’. For those of
you who were wondering which Disney film this from, it is Mary Poppins. I’ll end this with another quote from
that film. “Go and Chase your dreams, you won’t regret it. Anything can happen… if you let it”. We have
something special in this community. Let’s now begin to share I with others.
B’Shalom,

Terry Brodof

It’s COMING!!!
KALLAH 2019
February 8-9-10

Cantor Fund Recognition
Thank You to Those Who Contributed To Our Cantor Fund
Once again we hosted Cantor Abe Lubin for our HHD service and again our services were just
wonderful, ably augmented by our Choir, duets and ever expanding group of lay leaders and
daveners. We are very pleased to announce that we have broadened congregant participation
and increased our gift total significantly. Thank you to those who supported our effort. Yasher
Koach! If you would still like to participate, it is not too late!! Just contact the office.
Barry Joffe, Cantor Fund Chair

2018 Contributors
Russ & Arlene Rosen
Barbara Taggart-Milberg
Tammy Steinsapir-mother of Carney Sotto
Barry & Melanie Joffe
Lerer Family
Mark Rogoff
Anonymous
Barry Goldstein
Aaron & Stephany Schechtman
Jeff & Qing Gabbour
Esther Zwerdling
Richard & Sara Behrman
Anonymous
Anonymous
Lynne Haber
Steve & Sue Segerman
Toby and Sandy Franklin
Paul & Marianne Nidich
Terry Brodof
Howard and Cara Saal
Herb and Elenor Segal
Bill Meister

Ritual Matters
Ritual Committee members: Co-Chairs: Barry Joffe & Barbara Taggart-Milberg; Members: Emmy Friedenberg,
Lynne Haber, Candy Kwiatek, Hank Lerer, Steve Segerman, Chava Vidal, Robyn Wolfe

Happy New Year 5779! We thank the many, many people who helped to make this year’s HHD season the
success that it was. Thanks to Cantor Lubin for joining us once again and making our services beautiful. Cantor
Lubin, while not only being a wonderful Cantor, is indeed a pleasure to work with. And while we’re on the
subject of Cantor, thank you to all who donated to our Cantor Fund. We had additional participation to this
fund this year and it’s so appreciated! (See the separate Recognition article) Thanks also to the choir, to the many
volunteers and participants and always – always – to our committed office staff (Hank and Chava) who plan and
prepare so much and who make all of our HHD and fall holidays run smoothly.
But our job is not done. We need feedback from YOU. If you’ve already given us your feedback, thank you! If
you haven’t, please do so now – we accept both positive and negative comments.
It's time to start off the year reminding people about all the wonderful services that Etz Chaim offers. (we’re
talking religious services here, just not including all of the great programs that abound in this active shul of ours)
Shabbat and holiday services are always great. Our ‘pop-up’ minyan services are wonderful and will be
mentioned later in this article. And then there’s our weekly Thursday morning minyan services. Thursday
morning services are exceptional; yes, they are early in the day but they are so well worth the time to attend.
Whether you come every week or once a month, it’s a great start to your day. To top it off, the service ends with
Bagels, Cream Cheese, Blocks, Shots & Lox. (Everyone takes a turn to sponsor this breakfast). And there you
have it -- if you aren’t already a regular service goer, check out what we have to offer! Try it, you’ll like it…
The Ritcom recently initiated a new and novel system to help our Torah lehners better learn their readings.
Called the Torah Buddy System, a Torah reader picks another reader from the Yad Squad (which is what we call
ourselves, catchy, eh?) to be his/her buddy and lehns for this buddy as a way of practicing. We’ve also compiled
a list of tips that Yad Squad members use to help them learn and have shared these with the rest of the squad.
These practices really do help and we’ve already had quite a few successes using this system.
As a follow up to the above subject of Torah lehning, we want to readdress an issue discussed in our last Ritual
Matters article. To quote from this article, “One of the roles of the Gabbayim is to catch and correct mistakes in
a quiet way so as not to cause embarrassment [to the Torah lehner]. Learning to lehn from the Torah is a
difficult, challenging and a time-consuming accomplishment… Let’s rely on our lehners to be well prepared and
the Gabbayim to make any necessary pronunciation corrections. Congregants, please resist the temptation to call
corrections out aloud as this can be quite disconcerting to the Torah reader.
The Etz Chaim Minyan Committee continues to schedule and prepare minyanim services for those congregants
requesting them so that they can observe the yahrzeit for a loved one. They strongly recommend that you give at
least 10 days of lead time when you send your request in. Having now had a number of services ‘under their
belt’, the committee met on October 28 to further assess how the process is working.
The RITCOM last met on October 16th to discuss more topics, many of which will be discussed with you in the
next bulletin. The date for the November RITCOM meeting has yet to been determined.
Happy New Year and may it be a sweet and healthy New Year for all!

Barbara and Barry

Thank you to our congregants who reached into
their homes and their hearts to bring in donations
for the 2018 Project Isaiah food drive. Special
Thank you to the volunteers who delivered the
food: Richard Pywen & Ron Shapiro.
Again, a special thank you to Richard Behrman and
Eddie Gallop for donating the sturdy and reusable
bags. Kol Hakavod Everyone!

Interested in doing more Tikkun Olam?
Want to do a mitzvah and really make a difference in someone’s life?
Six times a year - members from our synagogue give up a Sunday morning and
volunteer at the Over the Rhine Soup Kitchen. So far this year members of our
board, youth group, men’s club and other dedicated congregants who are
passionate about social action have attended and given of their time.
The last date for the 2018 season is

Sunday, November 25, 2018
Want more information? Contact Matt Brodof at 513-373-6925

&

Fundraiser

CEC Synagogue Fundraiser,
Dinner & Entertainment from the “Domes Dixieland Band”
We are pleased to announce our upcoming
Synagogue Gift Card Raffle. Proceeds from this raffle
will help us fund our Synagogue events and general expenses.
The raffle tickets are only $5 a piece or 5 for $20

The prizes will be 4 gift card packages each valued at $250.00!!!
We hope you’ll consider purchasing a sheet of tickets for yourself,
then selling a sheet to friends and family. Who wouldn’t want a
chance to win amazing gift cards just before the holidays?
Additional tickets are available in the office.
Our Raffle Winners will be drawn during the

Congregational Spaghetti Dinner on
Sunday, November 11, 2018 at 6:00pm
It will be a wonderful evening with great food, friends,
and it’s open to the greater community.
You need not be present to win but it does make
winning that much sweeter.
Dinner is only $10 per person with a Firm RSVP date of November 2.
Call the office today 513-489-3399 or simply send in one check with your
dinner reservation and raffle tickets.
We thank you in advance!

Chanukah and The Holiday Season
are just around the corner…
The cold weather is here and
shopping is starting to pick up.
Imagine this… you purchase one
five-dollar raffle ticket. The lights
dim, they reach in the drawing box
and just like that you hear your
name announced. You yell with joy
then you breathe a deep sigh of
relief because you know that all
your gift giving for the 2018 season
is magically done! Don’t let this
chance pass you, your friends,
neighbors, or co-workers by!

GIFT CARD
RAFFLE
WITH 4 PRIZE
PACKAGES

EACH VALUED
AT $250.00!!!

Raffle

Prizes include gift cards to: Mio's, First Watch, Target,
Kinneret Grill, Tony's, Brooklyn Pizza, Through the
Garden, Smash Burger, C'est Cheese, Envision Cinema,
Olive Garden, Rapid Fire Pizza, Sammy's, Silver Spring
House, Sleepy Bee, Apple Tree, Red Robin and more
You do not need to be present to win! Drawing
11/11/18
Donation $5 each or 5 for $20.00

GIFT SHOP TABLES WILL BE AVAILABLE THIS EVENING…
IT’S THE PERFECT TIME TO START YOUR CHANUKAH SHOPPING!!!

On the 23rd of September, 5779, the routine process of building the
Sukkah took place. I made it sound like it was just another day and event,
but it was anything other than routine. There was overwhelming ruach
taking place that day. New faces, old faces, smiles, laughter, and a feeling
of fresh energy. The “menche on the bench” was excited about beginning
a new year. Conversation dealt with politics, Israel, High Holidays, the
Bengals and future events. Things got quiet when Hank and Brian called
“party time”, the food is ready. You can be sure there is never any left
overs when these guys serve. Thank you for making another great sukkah
event at Etz Chaim.

Aaron Schechtman
your Men’s Club President

Our Men’s club, and a few good women, did another wonderful job of
ushering for the High Holy Days. They always make people feel warm and
welcome, with their friendly smiles and warm greetings. Thank you to all
who made these holidays special.
It is never too late to become a member of the Men’s Club.
Send your $20 dues to Aaron Schechtman,
and get involved.

Join the Etz Chaim Men’s Club as we
lead and guide our Shul in
a meaningful Shabbat Service
December 22 at 9:30AM
Special Kiddush Luncheon
Take this opportunity to learn
something new, to lead a prayer, open
the ark, read from the Torah or get
involved – contact Hank or Aaron!

Aaron Schechtman
schecha@fuse.net

 Etz Chaim’s Sisterhood –Be Part of the Community 
Sisterhood
Our opening luncheon was a success with 45 in attendance. We enjoyed a speaker,
Rabbi Yaacov Karp who discussed the timely issue of opioid addiction,
giving a Jewish approach to the problem and possible solutions.
We also installed officers and Board members for the next two years—
Co-Directors: Sandy Baden & Laura Maxwell
Secretary: Barb Rosen
Treasurer: Sandy Baden
Past President & Advisor: Stephany Schechtman
Board Members: Judy Beraha, Cindy Bransford, Sharyn Fox, Emmy Friedenberg,
Carol Friedman, Sara Gati, Shari Malowitz, Audrey Martin, Cindy Schneider, Eleanor Segal

Building Bridges, Closing Gaps
By: Brian Wolfe

I love to read. I have always been a bookworm. Fiction. Mysteries. Horror novels. No biographies, or
space fantasy or historical (altered) fiction. I used to like legal thrillers until I came upon a batch of
books where, surprise, the person really did it. Now I focus mostly on the detective or police novel.
One place we called home had a public library that had hundreds of paper backs which circulated on
the honor system, take em, bring em back whenever. Every visit home had to include visits to a few
branches to exchange the bags of books I borrowed.
No matter how many new books and new authors I found, I had my favorites. There was something
about reading them over and over again; something about the story, the dog-eared pages, the smell
of the book as it covered my face because I fell asleep reading. And each time through, reading it a
little closer, seeing something different in the narrative that I didn’t see because maybe I was tired, or
the plane jostled, or I skipped a paragraph. Hoping maybe this time the story would develop
differently.
One day, the story wasn’t enough. I had to see how the characters developed. How the author
developed. I had to read everything by the author, in order. The Entire book. Cover to cover.
Tributes. Forwards. Dedications. Table of Contents. Acknowledgements. You find some very
interesting things reading outside the story.
Last month we completed the 2nd triennial cycle Torah reading (Good Grief, did you miss the gang at
Simchat Torah) and have begun the 3rd triennial. Of course, the whole parsha is read, just the 3rd third
is the public reading. So, as we start over with heaven and earth and light and dark, we are led off by
the tributes and dedications. But first ... some acknowledgments. These are in no particular order,
strictly how they came out after playing connect the brain cells:
•

House cleaning – from light bulb changers and dust bunny collectors, from tallit and book
straighteners to window washers and gardening (planting and weeding), and spray-painting
curbs: we do it all.
Thank you!

•

Kitchen – from shoppers and shleppers to choppers and stirrers, from mess makers to
decorators, from pot scrubber to floor sweepers, from setup to take down:
Thank you!

•

Shoppers – from food, libations and light bulbs to flowers and gardening supplies. For special
things for tot shabbat or that orange marmalade for Passover sedar -- Blue Ash Kroger opens
at 5 am and Meijer never closes. Shopping online at 3 am is the best.
Thank you!

•

Service coordinators – Thanks for keeping us on track from the first shofar blast announcing
the arrival of the high holiday season to the last palm frond of Hoshana Rabba.

And lastly, the laundry gnome would like to acknowledge the efforts of Barbara Tagert-Milberg who
was spotted multiple times sneaking laundry baskets of dirty towels from the kitchen and returning
them with that April Spring Fresh smell. As I write this, the gnome reminded me that Jeff Gabor also
lent a hand (washing machine) for a couple of loads. Remember, light starch in my shirts 😊. Next
month look for an introduction to Recycle Gnome.
If you see any of these people, thank them. If I missed anybody, thank them for me. Feel free to join
them, aside from the specifics of high holiday, these things go on year round.
See you in Shul.

Membership Matters
You – our membership – matter!
This month we continue the intermittent series of
building community by sharing information about our members.
Enjoy reading a little about our newest members Bill and Butzy Cohen – written by Bob Friedenberg

Bill and Butzy Cohen have recently become members of Congregation Etz Chaim.
Butzy is a native Cincinnatian. Bill’s parents were Orthodox Jews who emigrated from
Poland, lived briefly in Philadelphia, but eventually settled in Toledo where Bill grew up.
Bill’s father was a tailor. Butzy, whose maiden name was Harlene Schneider, grew up in
Roselawn.
After graduating from Toledo University, Bill was accepted into the Ohio State
Medical School. Bill graduated Ohio State and continued his medical studies at the
University of Wisconsin where he was exposed to the field of dermatology. He applied
for a three-year residency program in dermatology at the University of Cincinnati
Medical School and was accepted.
As his work at UC was winding down, he was offered the opportunity to join an
established dermatological practice in Cincinnati. Though he had thoughts of moving to
California, Bill decided to stay in Cincinnati, and has never regretted his decision. After
a few years Bill went out on his own and established his own successful dermatological
practice. Indeed, your intrepid reporter was one of his very satisfied patients!
Bill met Butzy near the UC campus. He was in a parking lot near the UC campus
and Butzy asked him for directions. He not only gave her directions, but soon followed
up by asking her out. Butzy had returned to Cincinnati after having studied for 3 years at
the University of Illinois. Among Butzy’s relatives is a nephew named Hank—our own
Executive Administrator Hank Lerer, which helps account for why in later years, after
being long term members of another congregation, the couple joined Congregation Etz
Chaim. Additionally, the Cohens like Etz Chaim because of the relatively traditional
services that it offers.
Bill and Butzy do not have many hobbies, though Bill was, until recently, an
ardent golfer, playing the game for approximately 50 years. Butzy can frequently be
found at the JCC where she works out on a regular basis. Congregation Etz Chaim is
fortunate that Bill and Butzy have chosen to affiliate with us.

Thank you to the Sisterhood and an anonymous donor for making our CEC Challah Baking
Evening possible. The evening was a fun, informal class led by Cheryl Ruben Vogel (Marty
and Shirley's (z"l) daughter) who came in from Boston to lead this class. She makes challah
weekly and shared her secrets to creating the perfect Challah. The building smelled fantastic
and the challot tasted amazing. Those who attended the second day Rosh Hashanah luncheon
benefited from this tasty project! The class is in memory/merit of Shirley Ruben z"l – thank
you to the over 20 people who attended and participated.

We would like to thank our various sponsors
through the high holiday season:

Bima Flowers for the High Holidays, Rosh Hashanah candy
for a “sweet” New Year and Sukkah Building Luncheon – Julie Kaufman
Rosh Hashanah Day II Subsidy and Break-the-Fast
Snacks and Drinks – Michael Taplits & Bryan Taplits
Break-the-Fast Meal – Russ and Arlene Rosen, Barbara Taggart-Milberg,
Bob and Emmy Friedenberg, Michelle and Stan Fesman-Timmer
Sukkot Day One Kiddush – Anonymous
Sukkot Day Two Kiddush – Karen & Albert Sawdai
Congregational Sukkot Dinner Subsidy – Harriet Kuhr
Shemeni Atzeret Kiddush – Carol Friedman
Simchat Torah Evening Celebration – Jeffrey Gabbour
Simchat Torah Day Kiddush – Anonymous

Interested in sponsoring a Shabbat Morning Kiddush?
Call the office and we’ll find a date that works for you.
Our Sisterhood Ladies are eager to make a Kiddush that’s sure to delight.

Sometimes our world feels broken
Natural disasters, violence, threats of war…

Sometimes we are troubled by illness and loss
Among our families, friends and community

Sometimes we feel a need for healing ourselves
In body, mind or spirit

Join us for a 1-hour Healing Service
Experience the restorative power of contemplative communal
prayer and singing
Saturday, November 10, 4:00 PM in the Chapel
This will not be a traditional mincha, but we will say
mourner’s kaddish if there is a minyan

Light refreshments

For more information, contact Lynne Haber
Congregation Etz Chaim * 8100 Cornell Rd., Cincinnati 45249

WISDOM ON
WEDNESDAYS
CONTINUE!!!
Armed with a Tanakh, map,
MAC, iPad, ZOOM
conferencing app, and Passport
backup, Candy can now teach
when she’s on the road. Even
from her daughter’s Austin
dining room! (She’s looking
forward to trying it out in
Sanibel next winter!) 🤣

Action to Love Story to Drama
“Why haven’t we ever heard these stories before?” was the weekly refrain during our
study of Judges, an extreme book of violence, vengeance, villainy, and generally vile
behavior. Its message about the downfall of a society, a people that loses its purpose
and ethical foundation, was sobering. But, on a contrasting note, was our more uplifting
exploration of the Book of Ruth, a tale of courage, compassion, and redemption set in
the same Israelite era.
We’re now moving on to I Samuel in
which Hannah prays for a child and
Israel begs her son, the priest and
prophet Samuel, for a king. Saul
becomes the first Israelite monarch
who goes insane, and David kills
Goliath in the quintessential underdog
story. I Samuel is a classic, filled with
plot twists, power plays, epic battles,
and political intrigue. And it ends on a
cliffhanger!
Join us for learning, laughter, and conversation. Each November session we’ll explore a
selection from I Samuel and also get some insight into the weekly Torah portion in
preparation for the upcoming Shabbat. No Hebrew is necessary, but please bring a
Tanakh – a Bible – to use.

Wisdom Long Distance
Through the wonders of technology, the group continues to meet
on Wednesday afternoons as Candy teaches from Austin
through early December. For more information,
dates & location, please contact Candy:
KITANDCABOODLE@GMAIL.COM

Wisdom returns to Bronte Bistro
Inside Joseph Beth Books @ Rookwood 3:00-4:30pm
followed by dinner & conversation

December 19, 26 only
To receive email updates including change or cancellation notices, contact Candy at
KITANDCABOODLE@GMAIL.COM

“Providing a spiritually meaningful and educationally stimulating environment”
Education Committee—Upcoming Program
The Education Committee will be continuing our Shabbat Speaker Series with a program
on “Wisdom and Lovingkindness (Hesed) in Judaism and Buddhism" presented by Dr.
David J. Gilner on December 1 following services and a kiddush lunch. Dr. Gilner is
Emeritus Director of Libraries for the four campuses library system of Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR). For the past seventeen years, he has
served as the High Holidays rabbi of Congregation Tikkun Olam in Woodstock, Illinois.
Dr. Gilner has taught biblical and Judaic studies at Wilmington College, the University of
Cincinnati, and HUC-JIR. He has preached, lectured, conducted services, and led Bible
study groups at numerous synagogues and churches, and was awarded the Donald P. Black
prize by Hebrew Union College for enhancing interfaith dialogue and understanding in the
community. He teaches Wisdom and Lovingkindness meditation under the aegis of the
Foundation for Active Compassion.
During the December 1 Shabbat program, Dr. Gilner will
examine the commentary on Leviticus 19:17 (So that
you shall love your neighbor as yourself…") by
Rabbi Akiva and his colleague Ben Azai, and how
this can be implemented in the teachings and
practices of Rabbi Isaac Luria (ARI z”l) and of
non-sectarian Tibetan Buddhism. He may also
“toss in a bit of Kabbala” as well! Come join
us to learn more about this fascinating topic!

Our new Tree of Life has
been installed in the lobby.
leaves are available to commemorate simchot,
yahrzeits, honor friends or loved ones
or recognize special milestones.
Leaves are $ 126 each--contact the shul office
if you are interested.

SING SING SING
We did it! Thanks to choir members (to ourselves!) who have once again shown their true
commitment and fine voices as we successfully sang our way through the High Holy Day
(HHD) services. We’ve been together a few years now and, just as with any group that stays
together long enough, we’re learning to blend together. Sounds like a nice saying: “the group
that stays together, blends together”.
Sure, there were those few glitches that sometimes do happen when one undertakes big tasks
like this, but look at the overall performances. We introduced a couple of new melodies,
improved on some familiar ones and added some harmonies to our repertoire. Our plan is to
practice some HHD tunes throughout this next year so that things are fresh in our mind when
we really start to gear up for the next HHDs.
After a much needed and welcome break, choir rehearsals have started back up. Ruach Etz
Chaim and later Pri Yadeiha are now practicing for an upcoming Choir Shabbat – Saturday,
November 17, 2018.
In ending this article, we think it’s time to mention – and again thank -- our choir family by
name:
sopranos: Gale Goldner, Marianne Nidich, Michelle Fesman and Diane Marcus. soprano/alto:
Barbara Taggart-Milberg. altos: Emmy Friedenberg, Rachel Rachovitsky, Karen Litz, Candy
Kwiatek and Lynne Haber. tenors: Elliot Chandler, Mitch Katz and Russ Rosen.
So, thank you again, fellow singers! And thanks to all of you for listening to us!
Anyone else want to join the choir? Now’s the time, at the start of a new year. There’s no
auditioning and you’d be automatically welcomed into our family. Aside from HHD
rehearsals, we usually practice about twice a month on Sundays.
We wish you all a Happy and Healthy New Year.
Musically Yours,
Barbara and Emmy

YAHRZEITS
This list represents yahrzeits for this month as listed in the Synagogue Database. If we have missed a name, please
call the synagogue office at 489-3399 and let us know so we can update our records.
This November (Cheshvan-Kislev) we remember:
November 1 – Cheshvan 23

Helen Fisher*
Rebecca Fuchs*
Libby Seidenman
Goldie Slovin*
November 2 – Cheshvan 24

Isadore Boskind
Bernard Herman*
Leah Mackroff*
November 3 – Cheshvan 25

Soloman Landy*
Israel Plotnick
Gedalia Zwikelski
November 4 – Cheshvan 26

Ralph Becker
Jacob Feldman*
Jane Gonska*
Samuel Mervis
Gilbert Nadel
Becky Simmons*
November 5 – Cheshvan 27

Shirley Lewengood
Michael Parkin*
Louis Wolpa*
November 6 – Cheshvan 28

Dorothy Borstein*
Bella Kirchanblatt*
Rita Korros
Goldie Krauss*
Sam Malinsky*
Mitchell Barnes
Max Shuller*
Rosella Zavell
November 7 – Cheshvan 29

Aubrey Behrman*
Charles Bell*
Celia Gurfine*
Bernie Siegel
Ethel Stuhlbarg*
Augusta Wasserman*
November 8—Cheshvan 30

Hyman First*
Sam Goodman*
Samuel Horwitz*
Kalman Plotnick
November 9 – Kislev 1
Gerald Brookenthal
Mary Goldstein*
Rebecca Greenwold*
Chana Hazan
Mildred Kichler*
Sam Rosenbaum*
Yechiel Waldman*
Anna Wolff

November 10 – Kislev 2
Louis Cohen*
Jacob Einhorn*
Rose Goldberg*
Charles Harris*
Arnold Tessel
November 11 – Kislev 3
Sam Borden*
Minnie Glassman
Rachel Hantman*
Cecelia Hoffman*
Fannie Kessler*
Goldene Kolstein*
Harry Lepsky*
Ross Levin
Nathan Mitman*
Sarah Rosen*
Isidore Wasserman*
November 12 – Kislev 4
Sarah Kadetz*
Malka Mellman*
Sarah Schneider
November 13 – Kislev 5
Simon Bartel*
Max Becker*
Rose Benjamin
Jacob Morovchik*
Bertha Noiman
November 14 – Kislev 6
Morris Becker*
Pearl Egherman*
Samuel Eurove*
Paula Forman*
Dolores Fox*
Max Goldfarb*
Bessie Licht
Ben Skurow*
Mary Skurow*
Sarah (Ollie) Tunick*
November 15 – Kislev 7
Elaine Cohen*
Sarah Davis*
Samuel Klein*
Marvin Kolstein*
Ethel Lande*
Sarah Neuerman
Sylvia Saul*
David Tessel*
November 16 – Kislev 8
James Phalo Belhassen
Mary Brown*
Ernest Ince*
Rebecca Okrent*

Melvin Sandow
Ira Schneider
Wilbur Zimmerman
November 17 – Kislev 9
Daniel Dannenberg*
Fannie Goldstein*
Jack Kwiatek
Atsuko Yoshida
Fred Young*
November 18 - Kislev 10
Esther Lea Rose*
Louis Samelson*
November 19 – Kislev 11
Sadie Fogel*
Esther Levine*
Ben Polasky*
Joseph Rogoff
November 20 – Kislev 12
Phyllis Cohn
Sara Lee Goldstein
Sam Greenbaum*
Frances Nidich
Morris Sudman*
Carl Wasserman*
Richard Youkilis
November 21 – Kislev 13
Aaron Brown*
Aaron Levine*
Eva Linn*
James Martin
Jeanette Newman
Joseph Rosen*
Ida Schneider
Albert Segal
November 22 – Kislev 14
Henry Bartel*
Harry Halpern*
Morris Karp*
Marian Schraeder*
Irene Weiner*
November 23—Kislev 15
Phillip Bayliss*
Joe Gordon
Evelyn Neuerman
Adele Prager*
Hedwig West
Estelle Zakem*
November 24 – Kislev 16
Steven Bernstein
Mary Cooper
Max Cyrkin*
Charles Favish
Rosalind Key*

YAHRZEITS
This list represents yahrzeits for this month as listed in the Synagogue Database. If we have missed a name, please
call the synagogue office at 489-3399 and let us know so we can update our records.
This November (Cheshvan-Kislev) we remember:
November 24 – Kislev 16
Philip Moskowitz*
Esther Waxman
November 25 – Kislev 17
Samuel Brown*
Betty Finkelstein*
Jack Goldberg*
Jozsef Guttman
Ben Hochhauser*
Max Krasnitzky*
Lena Plotnick
Sarah Polakoff*
November 26 –Kislev 18
Sam Dubin*
Mary Glickman*
Pearl Himelfarb*
Louis Schneider
Bertha Troy*
November 27 – Kislev 19
Carolyne Abravaya
Sarah Edlin
Sol Feldman*
Ben Karp*
Mary Simpson*
Bertha Singer*
Anna Wershbole
November 28 – Kislev 20
Abraham Frank*
Sophia Greenblatt*
Fannie Hoodin*
Susan Timmer
Mildred Weinstein
Nathan Weiser*
November 29 – Kislev 21
Harry Brown*
Harry Cirkin
Rose Cohen*
Mildred Gurian*
Molly Levenson*
Joseph Levine*
Stanley Mandell*
Dorothy Okrent
Elisha Rachovitsky
Sara Ross
Heskel Sawdai*
Jack Segal
Esther Weinberg

November 30 – Kislev 22
Joseph Feldman*
Ida Fink*
Baila Kirzner*
Lillie Kosofsky*
Albert Michelson
Esther Neuer
Benjamin Rubinstein
Nathan Weiner*
Frank Wolpa*
Esther Zelien*

* Names are on
the Sanctuary
Yahrzeit Panels

Congregation Etz Chaim is proud to offer minyanim upon
request. If you would like to observe the Yahrzeit of a loved
one and it occurs on a date that we do not have services
scheduled, please email our Minyan Committee at
CECMinyan@gmail.com or
call 513-373-1552 and leave a message.
A member of our Minyan Committee will work on arranging
your minyan. If you would like to request a minyan please do
so ten (10) days in advance of the date you will need the
minyan. When a minyan is requested a member of the
committee will send out an email to people who have signed
up to help us ensure we always have ten people in
attendance.
If you would like to sign up to help us ensure minyanim
please contact Barbara Taggart Milberg or Barry Joffe and
ask to add your name to the list.
We are a community and we are strengthened by each other.
Thank you in advance for helping us
perform and fulfill these good deeds.

YAHRZEIT - Begins the evening before the date listed above. Kaddish should be recited the
evening before the above listed date, and the following day at both morning and afternoon services.

Social Action All Year Long
Don’t forget to bring us your:
Soda Pop Tabs
Empty Pill Bottles
Sisterhood will once again be
spearheading the incredible
mitzvah of providing toys,
clothes and supplies to needy
school children in our area.

Used Printer Cartridges
And watch for our Chanukah
collection drives to help
support the Barbash Family
Vital Support Center

Last year we adopted 55 children
and brightened the holiday
season for so many.
Watch for more details on this
special project!

Calling all kitchen mavens,
latke lovers, potato peelers,
onion dicers and more to help
Men’s Club prepare our
delicious latkes.
Wednesday, December 5, 2018
10am to 2pm
Contact Aaron to let him
know you can help!

CEC wants to celebrate
Chanukah with you!
Wednesday Night, December 5, 2018
6pm – We’ll have delicious homemade
LATKAS and a make your own pasta bar!
In honor of the 4th night of Chanukah we will
have four options of everything!!!
Something for everyone!
7pm – We’ve all sung the song…
But have you ever really made a
“dreidel out of clay”?
This is your chance – resident artists
will be on hand as we work to
create our own take home clay dreidels.
These dreidels can be made by crafters of all
ages - Followed by Menorah Lighting
& Sufganiyot (JELLY DOUGHNUTS)
$10 if you RSVP by Nov 23, 2018
Price increases to $12 after November 23

SIMCHAS  REMEMBRANCES  CONGRATULATIONS
Please call, mail or e-mail your contributions to Stephany Schechtman.

Synagogue General Fund
Yahrzeit
Max Cohen, Father
Bill & Butzy Cohen
Simon Rosen, Husband
Edee Rosen
Harold Mindlin, Father
Beth Mindlin
Betty Chandler, Mother
Samuel Belin, Grandfather
Gershon & Bessie Bassin, Grandparents
Harry & Annette Bassin, Parents
Elliot & Diane Marcus Chandler
Harry Levenson, Father
Betty Dannenberg
Irwin Edward Harris, Father
Cheryl Harris
Ben Ettin, Father
Shirley Brown-Dreyer
Edward Ettin
Harold Winkler, Husband, Father, Grandfather
Bobbie Winkler
Milton & Eva Zeifman, Parents
Gail & Fred Zeifman
Ethel Bartel, Mother
Patricia Weiner
Harold Winkler, Brother-in-Law
Patricia Weiner
Selma Licht, Mother
Max Machnovitz, Uncle
Hatsy Lerer

Esther Liberman Schifrin, Mother-in-Law
Joyce Liberman
Betty Polinsky, Mother
Harriet Kuhr
Eva Brown, Mother
Shirley Berman
Achille Chalom Belhassen, Father
Rene Makhlouf Perez, Grandfather
Billy Chalom Perez, Cousin
Francine F. Heilmann-McClung
Jack Cyrkin, Grandfather
The Cyrkin Family
Florence Friedenberg, Mother
Bob & Emmy Friedenberg
Max Rose, Grandfather
Cheryl Harris
Shelley Harris
Jack Kabakoff, Husband
Donna Kabakoff
Israel R. Cohen, Father
Alice Plotkin
Ruben Kirzner, Grandfather
Harold & Helen Kirzner
Charles (Chuck) Weiner, Husband
Patricia (Pat) Weiner
Generous Donations Were Received for

Yahrzeits of
Miriam Schilmeister, Aunt
Howard & Marlene Mayers
Sidney Lerner, Husband
Monica Lerner

Perry Liberman, Father
Esther Schifrin, Grandmother
Mitch Liberman

Beatrice Merdinger, Mother
Barbara Rosen

Mardee Gutterman, Grandmother
Mitch Liberman

Memory

Idele Haimes, Cousin
Steven, Sasha & Rachel Cohn
Norman Rubinoff, Brother
Russ & Arlene Rosen
Sara Cohn, Grandmother & Great-Grandmother
Sarah Klein, Grandmother & Great-Grandmother
Albert Cohn, Grandfather & Great-Grandfather
Steve, Sasha & Rachel Cohn

To Louis Hoffman & Family
IMO Lois
From Hatsy Lerer
Shaney Sherwat
To Judy Lipton & Family
IMO Mel
From Hatsy Lerer
To David Sliverman
IMO Mother Bonnie
From Bill & Marlene Schwartz

SIMCHAS  REMEMBRANCES  CONGRATULATIONS
Please call, mail or e-mail your contributions to Stephany Schechtman.
To Shelly Kirk & Family
IMO Joe
From Susan & Steve Segerman
To Alter & Gloria Peerless
IMO Alan Peerless
From Julie & John Cohen
To Donna Kabokoff & Family
IMO Son
From Rona Peerless
To Mrs. Rosaly Abrams & Family
IMO Robert
From Margo Nathan
To Rona Peerless & Family
IMO Alan
From Terry Brodof
Beryl Schneider & Family
Rob & Emmy Friedenberg
Barb Rosen
Jerry Geller & Family
MaryLee & Louis Sirkin
Hatsy Lerer & Family
Stuart & Faye Tobin
Judy Aronoff & Marshall Ruchman
Shaney Sherwat
Bev Saeks
Jim & Christina Kuhr
GeriRothwell
Eileen & Chuck Brinn
Phyllis Mellman
Al & Sue Geller
Roberta Fisher
Lois Goodman
Julie & Barry Brook
Bob & Joellen Cohen
Harriet & Brian Gillett
Carol Friedman
Stan & Michelle Fesman-Timmer
Ophra Weisberg
Mary Ganulin
Kathy Renas
Reina & Emile Bassin
Morris & Gene Coman & Kids
Elliott Polaniecki

Honor
To Lynne Haber
To Laura Maxwell
To David Weil
IHO Shofar blowing
From Susan & Steve Segerman

To Carney Sotto
IHO New Professorship
From Mark Rogoff

Recovery
To Marty Ruben
From Mark Rogoff
Carney Sotto
Karen & Albert Sawdai
Susan & Steve Segerman
Steve & Linda Steiner

Aliyot
Barbara Rosen

Lily and Frank Friedman Prayer Book
Fund
Yahrzeit
Abraham Segerman, Grandfather
William Seplowitz, Uncle
Steve & Sue Segerman

Sandor Kutas Hunger Fund
Yahrzeit
Bertha Fox, Mother
Sylvia Fox Seers
Meta Schoemann, Mother
Carol Friedman
Deborah Fox, Mother
O. Daniel & Ellen Fox
David Schorr, Grandfather
Marc & Elaine Skurow
Hershel Donny, Brother
Marc & Elaine Skurow
Jerry Mellman, Husband
Phyllis C. Mellman
Max Feldman, Husband
Evelyn Feldman

Irvin & Sylvia Rauchman Youth Fund
Yahrzeit
Nathan & Dorothy Shostack, Parents
Marcy Weinzimer
Leo Herman, Father
Scott Herman
Celia Berman, Mother
Myron & Tamar Moskowitz
Asher Weil, Son
David & Chie Weil

November
Synagogue Happenings

We wish Speedy Recoveries to:
Sandy Baden
Stanley Kravetz
Bernie Tepper
Mitch Liberman
Adele Nagler
Jean Borden

We Extend a Mazel Tov to:
Kim and Candy Kwiatek on the
birth of their grandson
Laure and Andy Maxwell
on their daughter
Jaimie’s Wedding
Michelle Fesman on receiving
an Educator of Excellence
Award from Fortis College

ANISH/OKRENT
REMEMBRANCE WALL
The Anish/Okrent Remembrance Wall is
dedicated in memory of:
Harry & Ethel Anish
and
Joseph & Ida Okrent
whose bequests provided for the purchase of the
Cornell Road property. Bricks of Remembrance are
available for purchase. Have your significant events
and dedications permanently inscribed and made a
part of ETZ CHAIM Bricks on the Remembrance Wall
are available for $250 each. Please contact the office if
interested at 489-3399.

Shabbat Kiddush Opportunities
Kiddush Sponsorships are available for any
occasion. Many menu choices are available and
Sisterhood will accommodate special requests.
Our catering kitchen crew is delighted to be
cooking for larger Shabbat kiddush lunches.
The price to sponsor a basic kiddush lunch will
now be $118. This will consist of 1 salad, a
protein dish, bread & a dessert.
The standard enhanced dairy
Kiddush will be $225.
To add smoked salmon and the accompaniments
or to add special requests, the additional
enhancements will raise the costs
slightly to $300.
To sponsor a meat kiddush the cost will be $450.

For additional Synagogue
information
visit us online at
www.etzchaimcincinnati.org
or check us out on facebook!

Please contact the office to book your
Kiddush and share your simchot
with your synagogue family.
Kitchen Volunteers are always welcome!
Check your eblast for weekly cooking dates.
It’s a pretty safe assumption if we have a
sponsored kiddush or Friday Night Dinner
we’ll be cooking the Thursday before the
event from 6pm on!

In the Etz Chaim Family
Special Thank You to:
Pat Weiner for sponsoring Kiddush on Saturday, October 13, 2018
on the occasion of the yahrzeit of her husband Charles Weiner z”l
Thank you Audrey Martin for sponsoring Kiddush on Saturday,
October 20, 2018 in honor of her birthday.
Yom Huledet Sameach!
Thank you to Jeffrey Gabbour for sponsoring Kiddush
On Saturday, October 27, 2018 in honor of
Aasia and her friends.

Happy Anniversary to:

Congratulations to all
our November Birthdays!

10 Brian & Robin Goldberg
12 David & Barbara Neman

2

Barry Austern

23 Reenie Kravetz

23 Robert & Shirley Dreyer

2

Rita Edlin

23 Laura Maxwell

26 Marc & Elaine Skurow

3

Robert Barnett

24 Sami Ninio

3

Fred Goldfarb

25 Atarah Jablonsky

3

Albert Sawdai

26 Robin Goldberg

3

Michael Taplits

6

Eliott Edelstein

6

Richard Pywen

9

Bryan Taplits

12 Penny Manes
12 Vance Towler

We look forward to celebrating with you at our
November Simcha Shabbat!

16 Paul Nidich
17 Ethel Nemoff
17 Cara Saal
22 Sara Goldstein

Friday Night, November 2, 2018
Kabbalat Shabbat services start at 6pm in the chapel then at 7pm we’ll
have cake in honor of all our November Simchas!
We’ll see you there!
** If you have a birthday or anniversary and it is not listed above,
please call the office so we can put it in our database.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

November
2018
4

WEDNESDAY

We look forward to seeing you at events and services. For
more information please feel free to call the office.
Remember to check your weekly e-blast which is sent out
every Wednesday. If you are not receiving the e-blast
please call the office and we’ll add you to the list.

5

Daylights Saving
Time Ends

TUESDAY

6

7

THURSDAY
1 Morning Minyan

7AM followed by
breakfast

8

12

Choir Rehearsal
10:30am

18

Volunteer at the
Over the Rhine
Soup Kitchen

14

15

19

Board of Directors
Meeting 7:30pm

20

21

Kabbalat Shabbat
Services 6pm

16

17

Kabbalat Shabbat
Services 6pm

23

24

Shabbat Morning
Services 9:30am

Morning Minyan
SPECIAL TIME - 8AM
followed by breakfast
HAPPY
THANKSGIVING!!!

27

28

29 Minyan 7AM

Kabbalat Shabbat
Services 6pm

30

followed by Breakfast
The office
is closed

Cedar Village
Trivia 6:30pm

4pm Healing
Service

9:30am Shabbat
Morning Services
with Choir Shabbat

6pm Volunteers
needed to help in
the kitchen

22

The office
is closed

26

Shabbat Morning
Services 9:30am

Morning Minyan 7AM
followed by breakfast

The office
is closed

10:30am
Sisterhood
Board Meeting

25

13

9:30am
Shabbat Services

10

Morning Minyan
7AM followed by
breakfast

Veterans Day
is Observed

6pm Spaghetti
Dinner and Raffle

Simcha Shabbat
Kabbalat Shabbat
Services 6pm
Followed by
celebratory cake!

9

The office
is closed

SATURDAY
3

2

6pm Volunteers
needed to help in
the kitchen

6pm Volunteers
needed to help in
the kitchen

11

FRIDAY

Kabbalat Shabat
Services 6pm

Upcoming Events: November

Save these Important
December Dates:
Men’s Club Latka Making 12/5
& Congregational Chanukah Dinner
CYJL Shabbat
Saturday, December 8 – 9:30am
November Simcha Shabbat
Friday Night, December 14 – 6PM
Join us for celebratory cake following
our one-hour Friday night service.
Board of Director’s Meeting
Wed. December 12, 2018 – 7:30pm
Men’s Club Shabbat
Saturday December 22 – 9:30am

Etz Chaim isn’t just a synagogue… it’s a home…
There are so many ways to get
involved – lend a hand, make a
difference, support your shul and
your community!
Contact the office at 513-489-3399

November Simcha Shabbat
Friday Night, November 2 – 6PM
If you were born in the month of November
have an anniversary or joyful occasion we
want to celebrate with you! Join us for cake
following our one-hour Friday night service
Congregational Spaghetti Dinner,
Dixieland Band & Raffle Drawing
Sunday Night, Nov. 11 – 6pm
A delicious dinner, great entertainment –
fun for everyone RSVP today!
Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2018 – 7:30pm
**********
Please Note: Thursday Morning Minyan on
November 22nd will be held at 8am
due to the Chag 😊

Wishing all of our Congregants
A Happy Thanksgiving

Over the Rhine Soup Kitchen
Sunday, November 25
Contact Matt Brodof for details
Trivia Night at Cedar Village
Wednesday, Nov. 28 at 6:30pm
All are welcome to help with
this mitzvah opportunity!

