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our supportive Jewish 

community engages each 
individual in a life-long Jewish 
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This time of year reminds me of an old childhood poem: 

 

Spring has sprung!!!!!!!   

The grass has riz 

I wonder where the birdie is? 

The birdie’s on the wing 

That’s absurd! 

How can the bird be on the wing, 

When the wing is on the bird 

 

Speaking of birds, I’d like to welcome back all our snowbirds who have been 

wintering in warmer climates.  I look forward to seeing you again soon. 

 

 

And, of course, I can’t talk about the birds without talking about the bees!  In 

essence Etz Chaim is buzzing with activities.  Now that spring is here, it is 

time to leave your hive, and partake in the many activities Etz Chaim offers.  If 

you are a worker bee volunteer with us May 1
st
 at the Over the Rhine soup 

kitchen.  Also, help as we begin our new social action project entitled, 

“Blessing Bags”.  In addition, you can join Sisterhood as they prepare meals 

for the residents of Ronald McDonald house. 

 

 

Our Friday night and Saturday morning services are well attended because they 

are lively and meaningful, and never drone on.  The queen bees of Sisterhood 

are preparing a special Sisterhood Shabbat service on May 21
st
.  Surely, the 

Kiddush luncheon will be as sweet as honey.   

 

 

Etz Chaim is no longer a community secret as evidenced by the swarms of 

people who attended our Purim and Passover celebrations.  Hopefully you 

weren’t stung and missed these outstanding programs. 

 

 

Our twenty new members demonstrate that our Etz Chaim spirit and hamisha 

atmosphere have successfully pollinated the Jewish community.  So don’t 

bumble around, come and enjoy all the nectar that Etz Chaim has to share. 

 

 

 



 

Membership Matters 
 

You – our membership – matter! 
 

It’s hard to believe that it’s been a year since we “got married.”  Did you know that the wedding 

video is on youtube, so you can relive the special moments and share with friends?  See 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWMhxLvIQ-s. 

 

The wedding ceremony was a wonderful example of the innovative and meaningful 

programming that was part of the vision for what we could create by the joining of our two 

founding communities into one.  Our leadership stood under a chuppah created by our 

membership, as two sifrei Torah reflecting our heritage circled in the arms of our President and 

Vice President.  We crafted a ketubah with wording reflecting our highest ideals (see 

http://etzchaimcincinnati.org/were-married/ceremony/ or the ketubah displayed in the lobby), 

and the wider Cincinnati Jewish community joined us to celebrate. 

 

The wedding was followed by seven weeks of special programming, reflecting the traditional 

custom of gathering for the week after the wedding to recite sheva brachot  (the 7 blessings that 

are part of a traditional wedding.)  There were numerous other highlights of the year – our first 

Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur together, enhanced by the choir, Cantor Lubin, and 

participation by many of our members; New Year’s eve; Lettuce Entertain You (LUEY); Four 

Years of Friday Night Minyanim; the Purim spiel, B’nai Mitzvah, New members, and more!  

Perhaps most importantly, we have come together from being two congregations sharing 

programming and services, to one community sharing the joys and sorrows of life. 

 

We have much to celebrate.  And we acknowledge that there are still bumps on the road.  Some 

members have left, and others may be on the fence.  If you have concerns, please don’t be silent.  

As Simon noted in his column last month, we now have  two ombudspeople – Howard Saal and 

Stephany Schechtman – to listen to any concerns you may have.  In addition, feel free to speak 

to any member of the steering  committee about any issues or concerns.  We have a very 

dedicated leadership team, and amazing staff in Hank and Chava, all of whom are working 

together to make real the congregation envisioned in our mission/vision/core values, and to 

realize the possibilities embodied in the wedding ceremony.  Together we are working to realize 

the words of the ketubah: 

 

Together we will create a congregational home filled with laughter, wisdom, 
generosity, and compassion, a home with open doors for those seeking their 
Jewish place among the people Israel. 
Aware that life is ever changing, we will take a positive approach as we walk 
joyously into the future. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jWMhxLvIQ-s
http://etzchaimcincinnati.org/were-married/ceremony/


 

 

 
 

Ritual Matters 
 

 
Co-Chairs: Barry Joffe & Barbara Taggart-Milberg; Members: Alex Cohen, Emmy Friedenberg, Lynne Haber, Candy Kwiatek, 

Hank Lerer, Steve Segerman, Chava Vidal, Robyn Wolfe. 
 

Etz Chaim is a year old now and the RITCOM would like to hear from you with any questions, comments, criticisms 
for us, good or bad.  We do our best to address the needs of our congregants as things pertain to ritual matters, 
keeping in mind that our decisions are made for the broader good of the shul community.  
 
One of our main focuses in April was on the holiday of Passover.   We hope you were able to take advantage and 
participate in our multiple services we held for this holiday.  Above all, we hope you had a wonderful Passover with 
family and friends.  
 
April was also a special month as far as Shabbatot go.  For four out of the five Saturdays, our services involved 
reading from multiple Sefrei Torah and other additions involving Rosh Chodesh and Hallel.  Thank you to all who 
participated and continue to participate to make our services special! 
 
The month of May brings the holidays of Yom HaShoa (Holocaust Remembrance Day) on May 5, Yom 
HaZikaron (Israeli Memorial Day) on May 11 and Yom Ha’Atzmut on May 12 (Israeli Independence Day).  
Additionally, the festive day of Lag B’Omer is on May 26.  We hope you will join the Cincinnati community in 
celebrating these holidays. 
 
We are currently planning the burying our ‘piled-high’ genizah items (that have been collected over the years by 
both founding congregations) including holding an education session for congregants to learn more about reasons 
behind the burial process.  The education session, which will be led by Candy Kwiatek, and the burial, planned by 
Barry Joffe, bring a finality to this project which has been in process for some time now. 
 
Hagbahah and Gelilah (the handling and wrapping of the Sefer/Sefrei Torah during services) practices have been 
identified and written out for all to follow.  This will give those being given these honors a better understanding of 
their role. We hope that this will prove helpful in ensuring everyone involved is clear about the roles. 
With the High Holy Day season starting later in the fall season, and with the knowledge that Cantor Abe Lubin will 
once again be with us for 5777, RITCOM will start HHD planning in June. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara and Barry 
 

 

B’Shalom,  
 

Barry and Barbara 

 

 



CONGREGATION ETZ CHAIM

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2016 

Thank you to the 190+ people that celebrated Purim with us!!! 



Purim  

Thank You List 
 

Brian Wolfe 

Robyn Wolfe 

Rachel Wolfe 

Barb Rosen 

Terry Brodof 

Hank Lerer 

Andy Maxwell 

Sandy Baden 

Stephany Schechtman 

Carol Friedman 

Mark Rogoff 

Aaron Schechtman  

Vivian DuBrowa 

Steve Segerman 

The Megillah Readers 

The Cast 

The Musicians  

Pam Newman  

The Tech Crew 

The Set Crew  

The Clean up Crew 

Zig Main 

Donny Herrington  
 



 
 

 Etz Chaim’s Sisterhood –Be Part of the Community  

Cedar Village Spring Planting 

By: Laura Maxwell 

 

Sisterhood joined with the residents of Cedar Village in a spring 

planting activity on Sunday April 3, 2016.  A strong showing of 

volunteers from Etz Chaim assisted over 20 residents who planted 

pansies in terracotta pots decorated with their own designs. Many 

also made their own chia pets by planting grass that would grow 

into the hair for faces drawn on Styrofoam cups.  There was a lot of 

busy hands and happy conversation.  At the end of the hour-long 

activity, the residents brought their plantings back to their rooms to 

brighten their windowsills.  The spring planting activity was the 

most recent in a series of monthly interactions at Cedar Village.  

Please watch your eBlast for the next opportunity to get involved. 

 



 Etz Chaim’s Sisterhood – Together We Are Strengthened  

Sisterhood is made up of strong, loving, inspirational women. We are a family 

and we are a pillar of Etz Chaim. Come to events, get involved and join our 

sensational group. Contact a sisterhood board member today to learn more about 

these extraordinary women and how you can get involved! 

SAVE THE DATE: 
 

Tuesday, May 10 – Sisterhood Dinner & D’var at Mimi’s Café – 6:30pm – RSVP to Stephany 
 

Watch for more details on our next Sisterhood Brunch and our upcoming Attic Sale!  
 
 
 

Sisterhood Shabbat 

Saturday, May 21, 2016 

Join the Sisterhood Ladies as they once 

again take over Shabbat Morning services 

and enhance Shabbat with their ruach and 

their grace. Interested in taking part, 

learning something new, opening the ark, 

or leading an English Reading? Talk to 

Stephany Schechtman or Chava today – 

we’d love to help you achieve your goal! 

Sisterhood 

Social Action in May…. 

 

On Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

Join the extraordinary women of 

Sisterhood as they travel down to 

Cincinnati’s Ronald McDonald 

House. They will not only bring 

smiles to the residents of the 

house but they will be preparing 

dinner for the countless families 

affected by illness. This is perhaps 

the single most important meal we 

prepare all year – come experience 

the feeling of giving with a Lev 

Shalaym – a full heart. 

For more information on location 

and caravan options please contact 

Stephany Schechtman #677-0446. 

We are scheduled to arrive at the 

house at 4pm. You must RSVP 

To Stephany to attend! 



The Sundance Kid and the Hole in the Wall gang met for another poker show down.  
Mark Rogoff walked away with the Brinks truck of money. For the rest of us, the food 
was good and the evening had many laughs. 
 
Well, spring is in the air and the Men’s Club is excited to announce an old fashion 
picnic.  Everyone is invited to enjoy the special burgers that has made our shul 
famous.  The menu will be the following:  burgers, hot dogs, and special food for the 
vegetarians; potato salad, coleslaw and even beans will round out the menu.  There 
will be plenty of desserts for those watching their diet.  The entertainment for the 
evening will be a film “Above and Beyond.” Critics have said it is the best of the best 
about Israel’s Air Force. There will be other surprises during the evening, so keep us 
in mind, and join us on Sunday, June 5 at 5:00.  Cost is $6.00, and raffle tickets are 
$5.00 a piece and 4 for $10   RSVP to Aaron Schechtman, 544-8474 
or schecha@cinci.rr.com 

 

Aaron Schechtman 

 Men’s Club President 

A huge Yasher Koach and Thank You to everyone who helped 

make our Seder Possible. From cleaning the kitchen, to setting 

the table, from cooking to serving, from reservations to cleaning 

the tables – this event is a shining example of the power of 

volunteers: 

 

Simon Newman, Aaron Schechtman, Sandy Baden, Robyn 

Wolfe, Rachel Wolfe, Brian Wolfe, Hank Lerer, Terry Brodof, 

Laura Maxwell, Russ Rosen, Paul Solomon, Penny Manes, 

Richard Pywen, Barb Rosen, Barbara Taggart-Milberg, Julie 

Kaufman and Alex Voss 

 

Special Thank you to Herb and Eleanor Segal who donated the 

beautiful geraniums that made our Seder tables look so festive! 

 

 

mailto:schecha@cinci.rr.com


Congregation Etz Chaim’s fourth scheduled participation at the Over-the-Rhine Soup Kitchen for the 

2016 calendar year is Sunday, May 1
st
 and we need your help to make this year just as successful as the 

last. 

 

What happens when you volunteer at the OTR Soup Kitchen? 

 

 Etz Chaim volunteers prepare and serve food at the facility. We provide tableware (plates, napkins, 

cups and plastic dinnerware) and proper set up and cleanup of the facility afterwards.  

 Volunteers serve the food and beverages during the noon-1 PM lunch hour. 

 The meal includes a meat or casserole, starch, vegetable and/or salad, a dessert and beverage. We 

provide the volunteer help needed to cook, prepare, serve and clean.   

 Etz Chaim volunteers ranging in age from ages 8 to 80+ are needed and welcome. We need 

approximately 8-10 volunteers each time we work and serve in the facility. 

 Volunteers can work in one or two hours shifts or stay the entire time.  

 Hours are from 10:30 a.m. until we finish cleaning and lock the doors around 1:30 p.m.   

   

We promise that you will come away knowing you not only gave - you have received.     

                                                                                                            

If you are interested in volunteering for our May 1
st
 date at the OTR Soup Kitchen, please sign-up by 

contacting Matthew Brodof at 513-373-6925 or by email at mb371607@gmail.com 

mailto:mb371607@gmail.com


INTRODUCING: 

                                                

 
 

 

 

              
 

Sole Fusion is Etz Chaim’s newest initiative designed for Cincinnati 

Jewish Singles 40 and better. 
 

Our motto:  Jewish Singles Meeting and Making Connections  

                    Celebrating Life:  Together 

Our goal:     Life position appropriate social activities to foster friendship,     

                     companionship, and the sharing of good times with other Jewish    

                     singles. 

 

                                             Our Next Event: 
 

Memorial Day Picnic   

Sunday, May 29, 2016 

5:00 pm   (Rain or Shine) 

Backyard area of Congregation Etz Chaim 

$5.00 covers food, drink, games and music 

 

All Jewish Singles are welcome – Synagogue affiliation is not needed! 

 

Questions?   

Contact Sole Fusion Liaison - Pamela Newman 

(513) 779-4141 

 

 

In order to make this initiative successful we need you our members to help us spread the 

word. We all have a single friend or two who might be interested in a group like this. This 

event is open to the community so it’s ok if they are members elsewhere or even unaffiliated. 

Help us create meaningful connections without our community.  



 
May 1 - Nissan 23 
   Ralph Franklin* 
   Beila Hershkowitz* 
   Melvin Shapiro* 
May 2 - Nissan 24 
   Helen Barnett* 
   Marlene Fox 
   Rebecca Lehrner 
   Robert Litwin* 
   Bessie Malkis* 
   Arthur Neuer 
   Melvin Neuerman 
   Maurice Ninio 
May 3 - Nissan 25 
   Leonard Borden* 
   Edward Chaikin* 
   Jack Kessler* 
   Louis Kestin* 
   Gerald Lerer* 
   Ida Mell* 
   Harry Revelson* 
   Sol Rosenblatt* 
   Arnold Stein 
May 4 - Nissan 26 
   Meyer Greenbaum* 
   Aaron Katz* 
   Jack Krauss* 
   Lottie Kwiatek 
   Yetta Mandell* 
   Harry Okrent* 
   Henry Sacolick* 
   Sam Skurow* 
   Ruth Sokol* 
   Jerry Wolkoff* 
May 5 - Nissan 27 
   Samuel Binik* 
   William Einhorn* 
   Gitla Kantor 
   Shlomo Kantor 
   Tuvia Kantor 
   David Kryman 
   Ephraim Kryman 
   Yocheved Kryman 
   Chava Prejzerowicz 
   Samuel Schneider* 
May 6 - Nissan 28 
   Roslyn Gildenblatt* 
   John Katz* 
   Ida Levy* 
   Fannie Siegel* 
May 7 - Nissan 29 
   Max Appel* 
   Lillian Crigger 
   Besie Levin* 
   Max Mitman 

    
   Charles Pilder* 
   Anna Rosenblatt* 
   Harry Zuber* 
May 8 - Nissan 30 
   Ida Okrent* 
   Selma Rosenthal* 
   Louis Present* 
   Daniel Sax 
May 9 - Iyar 1 
   Pinkus Fingerhut* 
   Chaim Krayterman 
   Ruth Kropveld 
   Frieda Price 
   Esther Schechter* 
May 10 - Iyar 2 
   Irving Goldstein 
   Bertha Gordon* 
   Betty Heisler* 
   Rubin Schertz 
   Samuel Weiner* 
May 11 - Iyar 3 
   Matilda Favish 
   Nathan Feinhor* 
   Bertha Goldstein* 
   Harry Seltzer* 
   Samuel Stammer* 
   Jeffrey Tessel* 
May 12 - Iyar 4 
   Samuel Fried* 
   Yetta Littman 
   Harriet Plaut 
   Jacob Ross 
   Brocho Weiner* 
   Joseph Weiner* 
May 13 - Iyar 5  
   Betty Hoffman 
   Linda Gayle Klein* 
   Barry Waxler 
   Louis Zimov 
May 14 - Iyar 6 
   Ruth Bell* 
   Nissan Lande* 
   Bertha Nogen* 
   Aaron Schilmeister* 
   Jean Shokler 
   Saul Waxler 
   Mollie Weinstein* 
May 15—Iyar 7 
   Sam Bershadsky* 
   Abraham Bloom* 
   Frances Cohen 
   Ruth Einhorn* 
   Anna Gitman* 
   Alan Lewis* 
   Reuven Malkis* 

 
May 16—Iyar 8 
   Sol Arnovitz 
   Rose Hoffman* 
   Louis Katz* 
   Clara Keeti* 
   Ida Neumark* 
   Cecelia Sloan* 
May 17--Iyar 9 
   Alter Breit* 
   Rose Siegel 
May 18—Iyar 10 
   Michael Brodof 
   Sally Kaminsky 
   Jack Krakovsky* 
   Abraham Silverstein* 
   Sarah Steinau 
May 19—Iyar 11 
   Gizella Schwartz 
May 20—Iyar 12 
   Rebecca Hecht 
   Eva Jaeger* 
   Abe Skurow* 
May 21—Iyar 13 
   Leon Aaron* 
   Benny Becker* 
   Betty Behrman 
   Ernestine Finkelstein* 
   Sherri Zeff 
May 22—Iyar 14 
   Rose Shuman* 
May 23—Iyar 15 
   Marilyn Barnett* 
   Marjorie Beller 
   Zinovy Braslavsky 
   Ira Cohen 
   Melvin Gillett* 
   Katie Kreindler* 
   Frieda Leventhal* 
   Etta Marcus* 
   Gaston Perez 
   Abe Pywen* 
   Isadore Smith* 
May 24—Iyar16 
   Edward Faust 
   Marvin Goldberg* 
   Fannie Horwitz* 
   Yehuda Laor 
   Ruth Schraeder* 
   Anna Sirkin* 
   Jack Tolpen* 
May 25 - Iyar 17 
   Dora Barg* 
   Joyce Prager* 
   Howard Wacksman* 
 

YAHRZEITS 
 

This list represents yahrzeits for this month as listed in the Synagogue Database .If we have missed a name, please 

call the synagogue office at 489-3399 and let us know so we can update our records. 

This May (Nisan - Iyar) we remember:  

 



 
 
May 26 - Iyar 18 
   Esther Donny* 
   Bessie Drucker* 
   Sarah Landy* 
   Amelia Lipman* 
   Sholom Litwack* 
   Morris Milowsky* 
   Israel Petricoff* 
   Naomi Siegel 
   Bella Zwerdling 
May 27 - Iyar 19 
   Nehemiah Himelfarb* 
   David Neuer* 
   Robert Pilder* 
   Bertha Wacksman* 
   Mose Yanoff* 
May 28 - Iyar 20 
   Florence Brodof* 
   Chava Feldman* 
   Kevin Heilmann* 
   Irvin Laibson* 
May 29 - Iyar 21 
   Anna Freeman* 
   Geraldine Goodman 
   Irvin Greenfield 
   William Kadetz* 
   Joseph Kichler 
   Eudice Landman 
   Bertha Lipsky* 
   Herbert Okrent* 
   Sophie Peerless 
   Moses Zwerdling 
May 30 - Iyar 22 
   Louis Cusher* 
   Abraham Marcus* 
   Dora Raboff* 
   Yehuda Schechter* 
   Joy Tessel* 
May 31 - Iyar 23 
   Mitchell Bernat* 
   Solomon Bershad* 
   Abe Cohen 
   Isaac Cohen 
   Noah Frey* 
   Hannah Marks* 
   Jean Maxwell 
   Eli Mellman* 
   Morris Weiner* 

YAHRZEITS 
 

This list represents yahrzeits for this month as listed in the Synagogue Database .If we have missed a name, please 

call the synagogue office at 489-3399 and let us know so we can update our records. 

This May (Nisan - Iyar) we remember:  

 

YAHRZEIT - Begins the evening before the date listed above. Kaddish should be recited the 
evening before the above listed date, and the following day at both morning and afternoon services. 

Congregation Etz Chaim is proud to 

offer minyanim upon request. If you 

would like to observe the Yahrzeit 

of a loved one and it occurs on a 

date that we do not have services 

scheduled, please call or email Julie 

Kaufman at jsk9998@gmail.com or 

call 793-6354 and leave a message.  

 

Julie is our dedicated volunteer who 

helps to coordinate yahrzeit 

minyanim.  

 

When a minyan is requested Julie 

will send out an email to people who 

have signed up to help us ensure we 

always have ten people in 

attendance. If you would like to sign 

up to help us ensure minyanim 

please contact Julie and ask her to 

add your name to the list.  

 

We are a community and we are 

strengthened by each other.  

 

Thank you in advance for helping us 

perform and fulfill these good deeds.  



 

 

 

 

Can a Service be spiritual, enjoyable and even 

entertaining ?  Walk this way and wake up to 

 Thursday! 
Where you will find our Thursday morning 

minyan and minyanaires.  
  
Who - The Captain of the Thursday morning Minyan is none other than David Weil. 
At the helm or Bima, are regulars that lead the warm and uplifting service including  but not 

limited to…Steve Segerman, Bryan Taplits,,  Hank Lerer, Barbara 
Taggert and Chava Vidal.  Not to overlook the regulars that attend and fill the room with voices, 

ruach and  Camaraderie galore. 
  
When – every Thursday morning at 7a.m. 
Where – Etz Chaim Chapel 
Who – Over 18 regulars….52 weeks a year! 
WHAT ? – the service is followed by “ L’Chaims” and shots, then by a breakfast spread of 

lox,bagel and cream cheese followed by hot coffee and  Blocks of Halavah, cut fresh and served 

every Thursday morning following the short service. 
Cost - Breakfast each week is sponsored by the Thursday morning  regulars.  They are leaving a 

seat open for you. 
  
 According to Terry Brodof  “it is a great way to start your day and a not to miss service each 

week.  I became a regular years ago as our  Sisterhood President. I feel the Thursday morning 

minyan is the gem I found when I accepted that role. I immediately felt comfortable and 

welcomed into the group. I quickly  became familiar with the service and it became one of the 

most enjoyable  parts of my weekly routine.”   
  
YOU – are cordially invited to come try out our Hamishi Minyanim -  We are very proud that we 

are able to offer this minyan to the community and to our synagogue family. Afterwards you can 

sit and talk or  eat and run. We guarantee you will have fun 
  
If you have any questions – contact David Weil our Thursday morning Captain. 

    SHOTS       LOX              BLOCKS 

Thursday Morning Minyan –  

Invites You to join them! 



  

Thursday, May 19 from 11am to noon we will have the extreme delight 

of filling our social hall with over 100 musicians who will all be playing 

for our entertainment.  

 

The musicians are part of the New Horizon Band of Cincinnati and the 

New Horizon Band of Indianapolis. Their mission is to enhance the music 

education of people of all ages.  They attract musicians who played in 

their school years, put their instruments away for 30-50 years, retire and 

aspire to play them again, or those who want to start for the first 

time playing a new instrument.   

 

The bands play musicals, marches, jazz, Dixieland, and big band music 

and perform at many venues through their respective communities. 

 

During the May 19, Thursday, from 11-noon concert, the bands will 

perform together and individually.  

 

After the music stay for lunch. Only $5 to attend – RSVPs are needed 

though to ensure seating and lunch. Please RSVP by Friday, May 13.  

 
 
 

Schilling School Students 

and HaZak – (anyone age 

55 and better) are invited 

to join us for a special 

musical presentation. 

Join us for a very special 4 partner collaboration  

On Thursday, May 19, 2016 
 



Synagogue Correspondence 

MAY 

Synagogue Happenings 
 

We extend our condolences to: 
 

Cindy Schneider and her family on the 
passing of her father Donald z”l 

 
Stuart Richards and his family on the 

passing of his brother Arthur z”l 
 

Esther Zwerdling and her family on the 
passing of her brother Harvey z”l 

 
*** 

There will be an  
Unveiling for Edith Lipsky 
Sunday, May 1 at 2 pm at  
Love Brothers Cemetery 
All are invited to attend 

 

We wish a speedy recovery to: 
 

Michelle Fesman 
Shirley Ruben 

 
We Welcome our Newest Members: 

 

 
Michael Evers 
Stan Timmer 

 
 

 

WEEKLY E-BLAST 

Stay up to date with the latest synagogue 

news. Are you receiving our weekly 

Wednesday e-blast? If not call the office 

today! 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE PARTICIPATION 
AND LEADERSHIP 

 

Your participation and leadership in our 

services - weekday and Shabbat - is 

encouraged.  Please volunteer to assist in 

leading services, reading Torah or chanting 

Haftorah.  If you would like to learn the 

skills, please contact Hank Lerer at the 

office, or via e-mail at: hlerer@fuse.net. 

MISHEBERACH 

It is customary to recite a Misheberach, a 

prayer requesting blessing and healing, for 

those who are sick.  These prayers are 

recited on Monday and Thursday mornings 

and on Shabbat.  If you would like a 

Misheberach recited for a friend or loved 

one, please call the synagogue office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shabbat Kiddush 
Opportunities 

 

Kiddush Sponsorships are available for any 

occasion.  Many menu choices are available and 

Sisterhood will accommodate special requests. 

Our catering kitchen crew is delighted to be cooking 

for larger Shabbat kiddush lunches. 
 

With larger groups, comes more expenses. Therefore 

our prices have been changed. The price to sponsor a 

basic kiddush lunch will now be $100. This will 

consist of 1 salad, a protein dish, bread & a dessert. 

The enhanced dairy Kiddush will be $225. To add a 

fish dish, a veggie tray & a dessert tray to the 

enhanced Kiddush will be $300. In order to sponsor 

a meat kiddush the cost will be $450. 
 

Please contact the office to book your Kiddush and 

share your simchot with your synagogue family. 
 

Kitchen Volunteers are always welcome! 

Check your eblast for weekly cooking dates. It’s a 

pretty safe assumption if we have a sponsored 

kiddsuh or Friday Night Dinner we’ll be cooking the 

Thursday before the event from 6pm on! 

 



Upcoming Events: 

MAY 
 

Over the Rhine Soup Kitchen 

Sunday, May 1, 2016 

Contact Matt Brodof for more details. 

Thank you to the Sandor Kutas Fund 

for making this endeavor possible 

 

May Birthday Minyan 

Friday Night, May 6 – 6PM 

If you were born in the month of May 

we want to celebrate with you! Join us 

for birthday cake following our one 

hour Friday night service 

 

Sisterhood Dinner & D’var 

at Mimi’s Café – Deerfield  

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 – 6:30pm 

Join us as we enjoy a meal and learn a 

little Torah along the way. 
 

Steering Committee Meeting 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 – 7:30pm 

 

Over 100 Musicians here for 

 your entertainment!!! 

Thursday, May 19, 2016 

11am – Noon 

Enjoy music and lunch  

$5 to attend – RSVP by May 13
th

  

To the office – don’t miss this  

Toe tapping good time! 

This event is made possible by: 

The New Horizon Band of Cincinnati, 

The New Horizon Band of 

Indianapolis, Schilling School for 

Gifted Children & Congregation Etz 

Chaim.- We’ll see you there! 

Sisterhood Shabbat 

Saturday, May 21, 2016 

Join us for this special service 

highlighting the CEC women.  

Special Kiddush Lunch to follow 

Services begin at 9:30am 

 

Sisterhood Social Action 

Volunteering at the Ronald 

McDonald House  

Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

4pm Dinner preparation 

RSVP to Stephany Schechtman  

if you are able to attend 

 

SOLE FUSION 

Jewish Singles 

Memorial Day Picnic  

Sunday, May 29, 2016 – 5pm 

 

 

 

 
ANISH/OKRENT 

REMEMBRANCE WALL 

The Anish/Okrent Remembrance Wall is 
dedicated in memory of: 

 

Harry & Ethel Anish 
and 

Joseph & Ida Okrent 
 

whose bequests provided for the 
purchase of the Cornell Road property.  

Bricks of Remembrance are available for 
purchase.  Have your significant events 
and dedications permanently inscribed 

and made a part of ETZ CHAIM Bricks on 
the Remembrance Wall are available for 
$250 each. Please contact the office if 

interested at 489-3399. 
 



Synagogue General Fund 
 
Yahrzeit 
Daniel Cohen, Father 
Harvey & Jane Cohen 
 

David Weisberg, Husband 
Ophra Weisberg 
 

Lee I. Goldfarb, Father 
Nandy Goldfarb 
 

Theodore Lipsky, Father 
Sheila & Robert Lipsky 
 

Sofie Stein, Mother 
John Stein 
 

Max Slovin, Father-in-Law 
Sylvia Slovin 
 

Lena Goldberg, Mother 
Sylvia Slovin 
 

Abraham Ehrlich, Husband & Father 
Marian Ehrlich & Barbara Hanish 
 

Benjamin Klayman, Father-in-Law 
Dorothy Klayman 
 

Max Kusel, Father 
Albert & Karen Sawdai 
 

David Licht, Grandfather 
Hatsy Lerer 
 

Richard Manheimer, Bother 
Sally & Alex Cohen 
 

Mitchell Liberman, Grandfather 
Mitchell Liberman 
 

Samuel Gutterman, Grandfather 
Mitchell Liberman 
 

Abraham B. Zuber, Father 
Fred Zuber 
 

Ardeth Fay Linder, Wife 
Nelson Linder 
 

Irvin Merdinger, Father 
Barbara Rosen 
 

Flora Schatz, Mother-in-Law 
Harlene A. Schatz 
 

Morris Nagler, Father-in-Law 
Rosa Nagler, Mother-in-Law 
Tillie Long, Sister-in-Law 
Adele Nagler 
 

Sam Schrader, Uncle 
Harriet Lerer 
 

 

Philip Zakem, Stepfather-in-Law 
Carol Friedman 
 

Geraldine Yarmush, Sister 
Bob Dreyer 
 

Milton & Ida Bloch, Parents 
Joel Bloch 
 

Eva Segal, Mother 
Herb & Eleanor Segal 
 

Marvin Skurow, Brother 
Marc & Elaine Skurow 
 

Caroline Weintraub Sax, Mother 
Drew A. Sax 
 

Diana Lee Hinkel, Niece 
Emma Chemha Perez Belhassen, Mother 
Marcelle Aimee Castiglione, Sister 
Francine F. Heilmann-McClung 
 

Gerald Plotkin, Brother-in-Law 
Alice Plotkin 
 

George Camins, Father 
Sharon & Larry Dugan 
 

Helen Freeman, Sister 
Adele Nagler 
 

Naomi Rachel Hepker, Mother 
Lyrice Behrman 
 

Jacob (Jack) Dreyer, Father 
Bob Dreyer 
 

Adele Katz, Mother 
Ellen Greenberger 
 

Lillian Scheer, Mother 
Judi & Ed Ruben 
 

John Lerer, Uncle 
Manual Cohen, Uncle 
Rachel Lerer, Grandmother 
Hatsy Lerer 
 

 
A Generous Donation Was Received for the 
Yahrzeits of 
 
Sol Taplits, MD, Father 
Michael Taplits 
 

Mary Zappin, Mother 
Stan Zappin 
 

Elliot Segerman, Father 
Steve & Sue Segeerman & Family 
 
 
 

SIMCHAS  REMEMBRANCES  CONGRATULATIONS 
Please call, mail or e-mail your contributions to Stephany Schechtman. 

 



Memory 
To Edee Rosen 
IMO Son 
From Robyn Duvall 
Aaron & Stephany Schechtman 
Marty & Shirley Ruben 
Sandy Baden 
Lyrice Behrman 
Margo Nathan 
Leah Cohen 
Audrey Martin 
Hatsy Lerer & Family 
Jerry & Phyllis Mellman 
Center Hill Terrace Apartments 
Rona Peerless 
Shirley Nedelman 
 
To Fred Goldfarb 
IMO Brother 
From Marty & Shirley Ruben 
Rona Peerless 
Sandy Goldenberg 
Barb Rosen 
 
To Audrey Goldfarb 
IMO Husband 
From Marty & Shirley Ruben 
Sandy Baden 
Michael & Jill Goldfarb 
Sid & Dee Cohen 
Bonnie Silverstein 
 
To Trish Krimmins 
IMO Father 
From Robyn Duvall 
The Segerman Family 
 
To Cantor & Mrs. Lubin 
IMO Son 
From Herb & Eleanor Segal 
Aaron & Stephany Schechtman 
 
To Carol Adler 
IMO Sister 
From Louise Stern 
 
To Carolyn Fish & Family 
IMO Husband & Father 
 From Leah Cohen & Allen Rosen 
 
To Susan Farber 
IMO Hanka Brecher, Mother 
Herb & Eleanor Segal 
Aaron & Stephany Schechtman 
Sandy Baden 
Shari & Jule Malowitz 

Lyrice Behrman 
Judy Frankel 
Margo Nathan 
Alex & Sally Cohen 
Rona Peerless 
Bob & Emmy Friedenberg 
Bob & Shirley Dreyer 
Jerry & Phyllis Mellman 
Gary & Louanne Blumberg 
Stuart & Faye Tobin 
Russ & Arlene Rosen 
Carol Friedman 
Jim & Ellen Sorger 
 
To Cindy Schneider & Family 
IMO Father 
From Sandy Baden 
Aaron & Stephany Schechtman 
Judy Frankel 
 
To Dr. & Mrs. David Nathan & Family 
IMO Father 
From Janet & Lewis Steinberg 
 
To Shirley Nathan 
IMO Husband 
From Shirley Johnston & Amberly Condo 
Neighbors 
Monica Lerner 
 
To the Family of Evelyn Lipsky 
IMO Evelyn 
From MaryAnn Pietromonaco 

 
Honor 
To Brian Wolfe 
Thanks for everything! 
From Carney Sotto 
 
To Josh Witt 
IHO Bar Mitzvah 
From Shari & Jule Malowitz 
Rona Peerless 
 
To Hatsy Lerer 
IHO Birth of Twin Grandchildren 
From Leah Cohen & Allen Rosen 
 
To Mr. & Mrs. Gary Schreiber 
IHO Birth of Twin Grandchildren 
From Leah Cohen & Allen Rosen 
 
To Julie Kaufman 
IHO Birthday 
From Margot Nathan 
 

SIMCHAS  REMEMBRANCES  CONGRATULATIONS 
Please call, mail or e-mail your contributions to Stephany Schechtman. 

 



To Ronn & Leslie Sokol 
IHO Birth of Grandson 
From Carol Friedman 
 
To Barry & Melanie Joffe 
IHO Birth of Twin Grandchildren 
From Carol Friedman 
 

Very Generous Donations Were Received 
IHO All my Sons, Daughters, Grandchildren  
& Great-Grandchildren and all my friends  
at Etz Chaim 
From Debbie Fox 
 
IHO Simon Newman 
From Janice Aron 
 
Recovery 
To Chaya Vidal 
From Carney Sotto & Mark Rogoff 
The Segerman Falmily 
Terry Brodof 
 
To Sue Segerman 
From Terry Brodof 
 
Aliyot 
Bernie Tepper 
Barbara Rosen 
 
A Generous Donation Was Received from 
Beverly Levine 
 

Lily and Frank Friedman 
Prayer Book Fund 

 
Yahrzeit 
Sara M. Tessel, Mother 
Rhoda Tessel Ulas 
 
Harry Levine, Father-in-Law 
Beverly Levine 
 
Frank Friedman, Father 
Beverly Levine 
 
Meyer Siegel, Father 
Leah Cohen  
Ann Klein 
 
Ida Lee Feldman, Aunt 
Debbie & David Lefton 
 
June Francis, Mother 
Lori Savage 

 

Generous Donations Were Received for 
Yahrzeits of 
 
Memory 
To Audrey Goldfarb 
IMO Husband 
From Bev Levine 
 
To Beverly Hirschberg 
IMO Husband 
From Ann Klein 

 
Sandor Kutas Hunger Fund 

 

Yahrzeit 
Harry Anish, Uncle 
Myra Schiff 
 

Minnette Goldstein, Mother 
Barry Goldstein & Judy Rosenroth 
 
Robyn Gayle Novick, Sister & Daughter 
Phyllis & Pamela Novick 
 
Napoleon Bryant, Jr., Father 
Karen R. Bryant 
 
Ben Torf, Father 
Elaine Mirsky 
 
Bess Hammer, Mother 
Mark Hammer 
 
A Generous Donation Was Received for the 
Yahrzeit of 
Samuel S. Rockwern, Uncle 
Stephanie Rockwern Amlung 
 

Irvin & Sylvia Rauchman Youth Fund 
 
Yahrzeit 
 

Alex & Frances Melamed, Parents 
Rita & Philip Edlin 
 
Max Fox, Grandfather 
Dan & Ellen Fox 
 
Irving Troy, Father 
Donna Kabakoff 

SIMCHAS  REMEMBRANCES  CONGRATULATIONS 
Please call, mail or e-mail your contributions to Stephany Schechtman. 

 



 

Congregation Etz Chaim – Offering Learning for Life 

Wisdom on Wednesdays 

Think Deuteronomy is just a repeat? 

You’d be surprised! Wisdom on 

Wednesdays is an opportunity to explore 

the Torah through text study, geography, 

history, and current events with a small, 

engaged group. Come delve into the 

Torah’s connections to our everyday 

lives and unearth new and unexpected 

ideas. 

We will take a 3-week break in May 

and restart on May 25. 

 

             For more information and    

         updates, contact Candy at  

         kitandcaboodle@gmail.com. 

 

Special Unpacking Torah Session 

Saturday, May 14 – shortly after Shabbat Kiddush 
 

What does Torah say about homosexuality?  What is an abomination in Torah?  

What does Conservative Halachah say about homosexuality?  And speaking of 

conservative Halachah, how are rulings made in the modern Conservative 

movement?  What is a Teshuvah and how can something "pass" with a vote of 6 

in favor, 8 opposed, and 11 abstaining?  Join us with your Kiddush nosh, and let's 

explore together the methods and paradoxes of modern Conservative Halachah, 

and how they relate to one of the more controversial issues of our time. 
 

Unpacking the 

Commandments 

May 28, during Shabbat Kiddush 

 

The Aseret haDibrot, the Ten Sayings 

often called the Ten Commandments, are 

familiar to most of us. Can you name all 

ten without looking? Do you really 

observe them all? To whom is the 

commandment to “honor” parents really 

directed…and why? What is the meaning 

of honor? Is there any situation in which a 

parent should not be honored? Join us 

with your Kiddush nosh in the library and 

begin the exploration… 

May’s topic: #5 - Bridges, Bowls, 

& Building Blocks 

 

mailto:kitandcaboodle@gmail.com


  

 

SING SING SING 

 
On April 16, Ruach Etz Chaim debuted a new tune to Sim Shalom, written by Meir Ovadia.  
Meir has had an illustrious career as dancer, choreographer, composer/lyricist, lecturer, and 
author of poetry and prose.  We are honored to have sung an original tune of his.  Meir has 
written two more songs and the choir will debut those at a later Shabbat service in 
September. 

 
In addition to the new Sim Shalom tune, Ruach has rehearsed to master other songs that are 
part of the Shabbat liturgy. 

 
Ruach Etz Chaim is now on break until early July when we will begin rehearsing for the 
upcoming High Holy Days. 

 
The Pri Yadeiha women’s choir is rehearsing for Sisterhood Shabbat on May 21.  We 
appreciate the opportunity to sing on May 21 and look forward to this gig.  We will be singing 
what could be called our “signature song”, Lev Tahor.  Lev Tahor was composed by Rachel 
Nidich Covitch for a Mother’s Day celebration in 2014 in honor of her mother, Marianne 
Nidich.  Since then, Pri Yadeiha has sung it every year around Mother’s Day.  We also plan to 
sing one or two other songs for Sisterhood Shabbat. 
 

 
Choir practices in May, for Pri Yadeiha only, are as follows: 
Sunday, May 1 from 6-7pm 

Sunday, May 15 from 6-7pm 
After May 21 Pri Yadeiha will, unless given a gig, be on break until after the High Holy Days. 
 
For more information, contact Emmy Friedenberg at ebfriedenberg@gmail.com or Barbara 
Taggart-Milberg at bdtaggart@yahoo.com. 

 
 
Musically yours, 

          Barbara and Emmy  
 

mailto:ebfriedenberg@gmail.com
mailto:bdtaggart@yahoo.com


Share a simcha with your 

synagogue family – call the office  

today to schedule a sponsored Kiddush! 
 

Special Thank You to: 
 

Julie Kaufman for sponsoring Kiddush on  

April 2
nd

 in honor of her birthday  

 

Thank you to all our Kitchen volunteers that 

make Kiddush sponsorships possible. 
 

   In the Etz Chaim Family 
 

Congratulations to all our May Birthdays! 
 
4 Brian Goldberg 
 
5       Carrie Kluger 
 
7 Ronn Sokol 
 
8 Estelle Gud 
 
10 Jean Borden 
 
10 Carly Sandow 
 
10 Marissa Witt 
 
11     Mitchell Liberman 
 
11     Beth Wayne 
 
12 Ellen Shuler 
 
13 Jackelyn Sandow 
 
15 Stuart Richards 
 
17 Joel Moskowitz 
 
18 Kimberly Edelstein 
 
19     Bennet Grad 
 
19     Hank Lerer 
 
 
 
 

Happy Anniversary to: 
May 3      Howard & Cara Saal 
May 3      Edward & Nancy Schulman 
May 16    Aaron & Stephany Schechtman 
May 19    Eliott & Kimberly Edelstein 
May 25    Sam & Gloria Nadel 
May 25    Steven & Susan Segerman 
May 29     Bernie & Judy Beraha 
May 30     Hal & Jan Arenstein 
May 30     Greg & Patricia Franklin 
 

 

We look forward to 

celebrating with you at our 

May Birthday Minyan! 

 

Friday Night,  

May 6, 2016 

 

Kabbalat Shabbat services start 

at 6pm in the chapel then at 

7pm we’ll have cake in honor 

of all our May Birthdays! 

We’ll see you there! 

 

** If you have a birthday or 

anniversary and it  

is not listed above, please call 

the office so we can put it in 

our database.  

 

 

20 Marsha Berger 
 
20 Stephen Berger 
 
20 Michelle Fesman 
 
22 Victor Ronis-Tobin 
 
25 Gail Zeifman 
 
26     Chava Vidal 
 
28 Toby Franklin 
 
29   Andrew Segerman 
 
31   Ann Neuer 
 
 



       Shabbat 

Morning 

Services at 9:30am 

 

  

 

       

Shabbat 

Morning 

Services at 9:30am 

 

Special Unpacking 

Torah Learning 

Session 

 

 

 

 
Shabbat 

Morning 

Services 

at 9:30am 

 

Sisterhood  

Shabbat 
 

 

 
 

Shabbat  Morning 

Services at 9:30am 

 

Unpacking the 

commandments  

 
 

 

 

           

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

Services 6pm 

 

          

Kabbalat 

           Shabbat  

       Services 6pm  

 

 

Kabbalat Shabbat 

Services 6pm & 

Birthday Minyan 

with Cake 

 

 

 

   

Kabbalat 

Shabbat 

Services 6pm 

 

         Morning  

          Minyan 7AM  

           followed by  

  shots, lox & blocks 

   

                Morning  

          Minyan 7AM  

           followed by  

  shots, lox & blocks  

 

Yom Haatzma’ut 

 

 

                Morning  

          Minyan 7AM  

           followed by  

  shots, lox & blocks 
 

CEC Members & Schilling 

enjoy 2 Bands & Lunch 

11am – Noon  

 

 

           
       

          

        The office  

         is closed  

           

          

        The office  

         is closed  

           

 

 

 

The office 

is closed 

           

          

 

   Wisdom on      
        Wednesday 3pm 

          

 
 

        

 

 

Happy 

Mother’s Day! 
 

        

MAY 2016  
      SUNDAY                 MONDAY             TUESDAY           WEDNESDAY                 THURSDAY                 FRIDAY                 SATURDAY 

  6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 

 

 

Men’s Club 

Poker Night 

6:30pm 

We look forward to seeing you at events and services. For more information 

please feel free to call the office. Remember to check your weekly e-blast 

which is sent out every Wednesday. If you are not receiving the e-blast please 

call the office and we’ll add you to the list.  
 

 

           
 

Yom Hazikaron 
 

Cornell Road Board 

Meeting 5:30pm 
 

Steering Committee 

Meeting 7:30pm 
 
 

           

 

Memorial Day 

 

The office 

is closed 

           

 

 
 

 

 

SOLE FUSION 

5pm Picnic 

          

           

31  

      

Sisterhood Board  

Meeting 10am 

 

 

 

Choir – 6:00pm 
 
 

          

         

           

1 2 3 4 5 

 

           

Morning  

          Minyan 7AM  

           followed by  

  shots, lox & blocks  

 

Yom HaShoah  

 

 

          

Sisterhood  

Dinner & D’var 

At Mimi’s Cafe 

 6:30pm 

      

 

Geniza Learning 

Session 4:30pm 

 

Choir – 6:00pm 
 

 

          

        The office  

         is closed  

           



 
 

 

Etz Chaim isn’t just a synagogue… it’s a home… 

Contact the office at 513-489-3399 

Don’t wait any longer – it’s time for  

You to get involved! We offer 

something for everyone; come check  

us out and see for yourself!  

     Simon Newman 


